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Rabbi's Message 
The recent events which have shaken the world, and the many 

Shuls around the world suspending services, reminded me of 
a famous Chassidic story which I shared in a recent email to the 

community: 

Reb Zushe and Reb Elimelech were two Chassidic brothers who lived in Ukraine in the 
1700s.

They once traveled to a certain village and stayed at the local inn. Overnight, some 
expensive cutlery went missing, and suspicion naturally fell on the two unknown 
"peasants.” The police were called and, long story short, the 2 brothers found themselves 
locked in a cell. 

In the morning, Reb Elimelech was getting ready to say the morning prayers, but Reb 
Zushe pointed out that in the corner of the cell there was a bucket (which served as a 
means for the prisoners to relieve themselves). The stench rendered the room unfit for 
prayer according to Jewish law. Reb Elimelech was extremely disappointed! In his entire 
life he never missed a day's prayers! It was inconceivable to him not to pray even for one 
day! He started crying.

"Why are you crying?" asked his brother, "just like there is a Mitzvah to pray every day, 
there is another Mitzvah not to pray in a situation like ours! Every day we get the opportunity 
to serve G-d by praying, today we got the opportunity to serve G-d by NOT praying! 

"You are right, my brother!" exclaimed Rabbi Elimelech, suddenly smiling. Excited by 
this new insight Rabbi Elimelech took his brother's arm and began to dance from joy! Their 
cellmates thought the Jews had gone mad, but they welcomed the break in the monotony 
and joined in the dancing. 

The guard hears the commotion and comes barging in. He grabbed the nearest prisoner 
and asked what all the dancing was about. The poor prisoner couldn't say much, all he 
knew was that those 2 crazy Jews were crying, pointing at the toilet bucket saying that this 
connected them to G-d, and started singing and dancing!

"The bucket is what's making them so happy? I can take care of that!” said the guard. He 
ran to the corner, grabbed the bucket, and with a sneering look at the 2 brothers he took 
it out of the cell.

Reb Zushe turned to his brother: "Elimelech my brother! Now we can pray!"

*    *    *    *
As Jews, we need to know that refraining from a Jewish practice such as attending 

synagogue because of a danger to life and health is as much a mitzvah as engaging in 
those practices under normal circumstances. We need to joyously thank G-d for allowing 
us to fulfill his Holy Will, whatever it is. And, perhaps, in merit of that joy, He might just take 
the pail away…

Rabbi Moshe Sasonkin

Upcoming
Events

PURIM IN 
FLIGHT 
PICTURES
See page 7

DEDICATED IN LOVING MEMORY OF

Rabbi Mendy Sasonkin OBM

Rabbi Mendy will be remembered for his kindness 
and his unconditional love for everyone he met.

May his memory be a blessing to us all!
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WEDNESDAY, APRIL 8 
End Eating Chametz ........................11:16 am
Chametz Burning ............................12:22 pm

FIRST SEDER

Candle Lighting ................................... 7:41pm

THURSDAY, APRIL 9  
SECOND SEDER

Candle Lighting .................................8:42 pm

FRIDAY, APRIL 10  
Candle Lighting ................................. 7:43 pm

TUESDAY, APRIL 14  
Candle Lighting ..................................7:47 pm

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 15  
Candle Lighting .................................8:49 pm

THURSDAY, APRIL 16  
Yizkor (see akronshul.com/yizkor)
Passover ends .................................... 8:51 pm

Passover
Dates/timesPesach

Holiday of Liberation
• HOW TO SELL CHOMETZ?
www.akronshul.com/chometz

• SHMURAH MATZAH
“Shmurah”, means watched, and is an apt description 
of this special matzah (unleavened bread). The wheat 
used is carefully watched protected against any contact 
with water from the moment of harvest-as water would 
cause leavening, and thus disqualify the wheat for use 
on Pesach. These matzahs are round in form, kneaded 
and shaped by hand, similar to the matzahs baked by 
the Children of Israel on their way out of Egypt. They are 
baked under strict supervision to avoid any possibility of 
leavening during the baking process. Shmurah matzah 
should be used on each of the two seder nights for the 
three matzahs of the Seder plate. For a more meaningful 
and happy Pesach, have Shmurah matzah at your Seder 
table.

For purchasing Shmurah Matzah please call 
Rabbi Moshe Sasonkin at 330-867-7292.

• MA’OT CHITIM
We would like to remind our 
Congregants of the noble practice and 
the great Mitzvah of contributing to 
the Passover Matzah Fund. The money 
collected at this time of the year is used to 
provide Passover food supplies to needy 
families in our community.

You may send the Passover Fund 
contributions directly to the Synagogue 
Office c/o Rabbi Moshe 
Sasonkin. Thank you for 
your consideration and 
generosity.

WHY IS THIS PESACH DIFFERENT
FROM ALL OTHER PESACHS?

SEDER-TO-GO
KIT

Anshe Sfard & Chabad of Akron present

Includes:
- Candle lighting kit

- Matzah
- Wine / Grape Juice

- Full Seder Plate
-Gefilte Fish

- Haggada / Seder Guide

FOR PRICES AND DETAILS VISIT
WWW.AKRONSHUL.COM/SEDER

#SOCIALDISTANCING    #TOGETHERAPART    #JEWNITED    #PESACH2020
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April
1 .............Arthur & Phyllis Taub
3 ............ Larry Levin
4 ............Charles Landau
...............Estabelle Landau
............... Jerry & Elaine Malin
5 ............Arlene Markey
6 ............ Susan Lichten
...............Bob Cooper
7 ............Ellen Friedman
8 ............Valerie Becker
9 ............Mark Lazbin
...............Howard Lazbin
...............Arlene Markey
...............Delores Ekus
11 ............Mark Lazbin
...............Howard Lazbin
12 ...........Charles Landau
...............Estabelle Landau
............... Thomas Bagiackas
13 ........... Linda Lyons
14 ..........Karyn Katz
...............Barbara Miller
...............William Zell
15 ...........Debbie Saferstein
............... Sharon Saferstein
............... Sharlene Manes
16 ..........Michal Levine
...............Paula Gross
...............Marjorie Recht
............... Stacy Shulan
18...........Harvey Groden
19  .........Delores Ekus
...............Carmie Stein
20 .........Marsha Rockitter
...............Brian Sass
22 ..........Harvey Lipton
............... Linda Stile
............... Joel Recht
............... Samuel Reiss
23 .......... Linda Lyons
24 .........Keith Migdal
...............Morton Sobel
25 ..........Arlene Markey
27 .......... Lola Desure

May
1 .............David Kloner
2. ...........Michel Agron
............... Jodi Morris
3 ............Michael Clar
...............Harvey Leff
4 ............ Shirley Katz
5 ............Robert Godshall
............... Judith Neiman
6 ............ Freda Stile

...............Mark Weinberger

...............Michael Weinberger
12 .......... Thomas Bagiackas
............... Stanley Apple
13 ...........Charles Landau
...............Estabelle Landau
16 .......... Lori Oster
18........... Sharon Saferstein
19........... Sally Ekus
...............Moshe Torem
21 ...........Penny Zell
22 ..........Elaine Malin
24 .........Marcia Kodish
...............Elaine Malin
25 .......... Leo Katz
............... Thomas Bagiackas
26.......... Leo Katz
...............Mildred Korach
27 ..........Charles Landau
...............Estabelle Landau
...............Orli Rodriguez
...............Carmie Stein
28..........Karyn Katz
30 .........Bernard Schneier
31 ...........Harvey Groden
............... Scott Gross

June
1 .............Mark Weinberger
...............Michael Weinberger
2 ............Abbey Maltz
............... Scott Lieberman
...............Mark Weinberger
...............Michael Weinberger
3 ............Diana Rakhkin
4 ............  Arlene Markey
6 ............Mark Lazbin
...............Howard Lazbin
...............Harvey Groden
............... Shirley Lederman
...............Arthur Taub
...............Robert Taub
10 ..........Beth Sugerman
...............Marsha Rockitter
11 ............Pam Gertz
13 ........... Josh Rolnick
14 .......... Larry & Julie Geller
16 .......... Sylvia Lewis
18........... Jeffrey Miller
20 .........Morton Sobel
21 ........... Lee Manes
22 .......... Thomas Bagiackas
23 .......... Sharon Merklin
24 ......... Stuart Glauberman
26.......... Larry Levine
27 ..........Marcia Kodish
28..........Alan

Yahrtzeit
THE FOLLOWING WILL OBSERVE YAHRTZEIT 
IN MEMORY OF THEIR LOVED ONES:

Moshe Sasonkin
Rabbi

Abraham Leibtag 
O.B.M.
Rabbi Emeritus

Mendy Sasonkin 
O.B.M.
Rabbi Emeritus

Kaila Sasonkin
Education Director

Mussie Sasonkin 
Program Director

Joel Stile
President

Reuven C. Cohen
Vice President

Art Taub
Men's Club President

Robyn Tobias
Chavurah Sisterhood 
President

Keith Migdal
Free Loan President

ANSHE SFARD SYNAGOGUE
646 North Revere Road
Akron, Ohio 44333 | % (330) 867-7292
office@akronshul.com | www.akronshul.com

ALL SERVICES ARE POSTPONED  
UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE

MORNING SHACHARIS 

Sunday ................................................ 8:00 am 
Monday - Friday ................................ 7:30 am 
Shabbat .............................................. 9:00 am 

EVENING MINCHA & MAARIV

Sunday - Friday .................................7:30 pm

Weekly 
Services

Steven A. Freedman

Brother of Bruce (Robin) Freedman

Chaim Boruch Ohayon

Father of Meir (Efrat) Ohayon

Fima Dorman

Father of Yuriy (Regina) Dorman

Howard D. Shapiro, MD

Husband of Susan

IN MEMORIAM

  Jaslow 3
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Unfortunately, due to Coronavirus, services and programs at 
Anshe Sfard have been temporarily postponed until further 
notice. But don't worry, we are still up and running! Stay tuned 
for the many virtual programs and classes coming up! 

In times like this, the importance of community and 
friendship is greater than ever, and while it may be prudent 
to place greater physical distance between us, we must only 
strengthen our bond of friendship.

We are one community, one family. If you or someone you 
know is going through a particularly difficult time or needs 
help, don't hesitate to reach out. We would be glad to assist in 
whichever way we can. You can email office@akronshul.com 
or call 330-867-7292.

Of course, as Jews, we know that everything is in G-d's Hands, 
and while we take all physical measures to ensure the health 
of our loved ones and society at large, we believe all the more 
so in the importance of increasing in our spiritual fortification.

The Talmud says that the world stands on three pillars: Torah, 
Tefillah (prayer) and Tzedakah (charity). Perhaps by increasing 
in these three things, we can bring more blessing and stability 
to our world which seems to be shaking.

Torah: Take some time to study our timeless heritage. (One 
great resource is Chabad.org) We will also be live streaming 
each Thursday at noon a virtual Lunch & Learn.

Tefillah (prayer): Add a few moments of prayer to G-d every 
day, perhaps the Shema or some Psalms. Turning to G-d and 
realizing that He is in control will give us a measure of calm 
and stability in these turbulent times.

Tzedakah (charity):  When we show compassion to others, 
G-d deals with us in kind. Now is not a time to decrease our
charitable giving - rather to increase. Make a point of putting a
coin in the charity box every day or donate online to a charity
of your choice. Those who need us, need us now more than

ever.

Another suggestion is to make sure you have a Kosher 
Mezuzah on your door. The Mezuzah serves as a protection 
for us and our families. Please reach out to get one if you don't 
yet have.

Our annual community seder is also unfortunately canceled. 
We are offering “Seder-to-go-kits” for those who would like. 
For details, please visit: www.akronshul.com/seder

Please be sure to follow all the CDC recommended guidelines 
to stay safe. Visit www.cdc.gov/coronavirus to see more.

Wishing you and yours the very best, and may we all be 
blessed with only good health, happiness and success!

-Your Shul Family

NEW MEMORIAL 
PLAQUES

Sveltana Khosidov
Alan Kay
Todd Kay

Arnold Stone
David Shapiro

IF YOU WANT TO ORDER A PLAQUE 
FOR YOUR LOVED ONE, PLEASE 

CONTACT THE SHUL.

MAZAL TOVS
Karyn & Steve Katz 

On the birth of grandson Noah Burney, 
proud parents are Liz & Aaron Kutz

On the birth of granddaughter Pia Dina, 
proud parents are Eric & Shainy Katz

Efrat & Meir Ohayon
On the marriage of Elad & Rochelle Ohayon

Kaila & the Sasonkin Family
On the marriage for Berele & Rochel 

Sasonkin

Jody & Tripper Morris
On the birth of grandson Easton Robert, 

proud parents are Jason & Meagan Morris

KIDDUSH 

Please consider sponsoring a 
Kiddush for your special occasion

Thank you to our recent Kiddush 
sponsors:

The Lowry Family
Jayden Pearson’s Bar Mitzvah

The Sasonkin Family
The Dorman Family
The Gersten Family
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Chinese Dinner
Thank you to all our cooks and volunteers.

L’Chaim Cooking 
Club 
Bringing recipes from  
the Holocaust to Life

Upcoming dates TBA (due to Covid-19)

OPEN TO MEN AND WOMEN

Program Organizer: 
Leora Cohen, leoraanna@gmail,  
330-671-0610, lchaimcookingclub.com

This program is in collaboration with 
Anshe Sfard, Beth El, and Temple Israel
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Purim in Flight
A big thank you to our party planner Besty Kuternick from The Portable Garden, Efrat Ohayon and all our  

volunteers for their time and help in making this event possible.

Mishloach Manot & 
Hamantashen Sale

Thanks to all the volunteers who baked and packed 
2000 hamentashen. More than 130 dozen were sold 
and the rest were enjoyed at our Purim celebrations.

Thank you to all who brought joy and the spirit of 
Purim to others by supporting the Women's Chavurah 

fundraiser. 
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Sunday School
Thank you to our program sponsors:  

The Berlin Family Foundation and the Esther & Harold Savage Fund

From the ‘Goodness grows in Akron’ to all our weekly & holiday programs, our Sunday school kids are 
constantly growing and connecting with the community. 

Did you know that we've got geniuses 
at Anshe Sfard Sunday School?!

Jason Chestnut, 11 and Sam Lazbin, 13, both 
competed in the International JewQ Torah 
Championship.

Founded by the Chabad-run organization 
CKids, JewQ takes Jewish children worldwide 
on an exciting journey of discovering 
fundamental concepts and traditions of 
Judaism. In its pilot year, over 1000 children 
participated from 79 cities worldwide.

This year, accompanied by 2,457 children 

from 150 cities worldwide, Jason and Sam 
have been studying a vast array of topics and 
took a series of tests to enter as finalists in the 
championship.

Due to Coronavirus, the grand event in NYC 
turned into a virtual award ceremony for the 
207 finalists, on March 29th. We are incredibly 
proud of our two Akron Champions who were 
both awarded with a GOLD medal!

We wish them tremendous success in all their 
future studies as they continue to thrive and 
grow in their Jewish pride, education and 
tradition. Mazal tov!

INTERNATIONAL JEW-Q CHAMPIONSHIP
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Women's Chavurah

Letters:
We are honored by your thoughtfulness, 
caring, and the fact that you took the time 
to prepare the dinner and Tu Bishvat fruit 
for our family. This has been a rough road, 
although far easier with your support! 
Thanks for your prayers. 
 The Goulds

My family and I want to thank you all for 
participating in the Shabbat dinner after 
Howard’s death.  The comforts that such 
gifts provide are so appreciated.  You are 
all so special for providing this for us.  The 
vegetarian aspect was appreciated by 
the girls and their families.  I want to also 
thank you for the Purim gift.
Susan, Barb, Nat, Julie and their families

Thank you to everyone who came to my 
kiddush and celebrated my birthday.  I 
appreciate all the donations and gifts.  
Thank you for thinking of me.
Rachel Gersten

Virtual Pre-Pesach Program - 11 Nissan
Hope and Faith: a common thread between Pesach and our 
global challenge 

Fifty women participated in our 23rd annual pre-Pesach musical gathering 
via ZOOM on Sunday, March 29, with songs, stories and prayers in honor of 
the Lubavitcher Rebbe's Birthday. The ladies received a new awareness of 
positive opportunities, hope, faith and a more insightful view of our purpose 
in this world, despite our global challenge.

Pictured above: 19th of Kislev Committee 

Mega Babkallah Bake!
Delicious! Challah & Babka 

(Babkallah) Bake with the Akron 
Jewish community. Thank you 

to all those who came! We had a 
great time together!
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Contributions
THE
HELEN BENES 
MEMORIAL FUND

In Memory of
MARK LAZBIN 
Mr. & Mrs. Howard Lazbin

THE
CEMETERY 
FUND

In Memory of
BERT ISAAC LEBOW  
Ms. Estabelle Landau

MAX KANTROVITZ  
Mr. Charles Landau 
Mr. Jack Kent

PHILIP K. LANDAU  
Ms. Estabelle Landau

SAM EKUS  
Mrs. Leonard Ekus

THE
DAVID KLONER 
FAMILY FUND

For the Recovery of
FRANK CIOFFI JR.  
Mr. & Mrs. David Kloner

THE
HYMAN & MARTHA 
EKUS FUND

In Memory of
CHAIM BORUCH OHAYON 
Mr. & Mrs. John Herberger 
Mrs. Lew Zimmerman

LEWIS ZIMMERMAN 
Mrs. Lew Zimmerman

LILLIAN SASS NEIMAN 
Mr. Brian Sass

RANDY RECHT 
Mrs. Dave Recht

THE
CHARLES & ROSE 
GLASS EDUCATION 
FUND

For the Recovery of
BRACHA FRASER  
Mrs. Irving Gersten
KAILA SASONKIN  
Mr. & Mrs. Allan Rockitter

In Honor of
ABE & PATTY ANOUCHI 
Mr. & Mrs. Allan Rockitter

ELAD & ROCHELLE 
OHAYON'S MARRIAGE 
Mr. & Mrs. Allan Rockitter

RACHEL GERSTEN'S 
BIRTHDAY  
Mr. & Mrs. Allan Rockitter

In Memory of
CHAIM BORUCH OHAYON 
Mr. & Mrs. Allan Rockitter

CHAIM DRAPKIN  
Mr. & Dr. Yuriy Dorman

CIVIA GITELMAKER  
Mr. & Dr. Yuriy Dorman

CLAIRE GREENBAUM 
Mr. Avi Greenbaum

HARRY BEESON  
Mr. & Mrs. Allan Rockitter

 

ISADOR BAKER  
Mr. & Mrs. Allan Rockitter

LISA REZNIK  
Mr. & Dr. Yuriy Dorman

MOISEI REZNIK  
Mr. & Dr. Yuriy Dorman

NUHEM SHOLEM 
GITELMAKER  
Mr. & Dr. Yuriy Dorman

SANDY BLEVINS  
Mr. & Mrs. Allan Schreiber

THE
NATHAN & ROSE 
KATZ KITCHEN FUND

In Honor of
LEO & SHIRLEY KATZ'S 65TH 
ANNIVERSARY  
Mr. & Mrs. Harvey Groden

THE
PRAYER BOOK 
FUND

In Memory of
HANNAH G. MILLER  
Dr. & Mrs. Joel Miller

PAULINE KRAMER  
Dr. & Mrs. Joel Miller

THE
RABBI LEIBTAG 
EDUCATION FUND

In Memory of
IRVING RECHT  
Mr. & Mrs. Joel Recht

THE
RABBI MENDY 
LEGACY FUND

For the Recovery of
KAILA SASONKIN  
Ms. Mimi Surloff & Mr. Allan 
Tolchensky

SUSAN ALFONSO  
Mr. & Mrs. Harvey Groden

In Honor of
ELAD & ROCHELLE 
OHAYON'S MARRIAGE 
Ms. Mimi Surloff & Mr. Allan 
Tolchensky

MARRIAGE OF BERELE & 
ROCHEL SASONKIN 
Morton & Sandra Emerman 
Mr. & Mrs. Michael Osherow 
Mrs. Arlene Markey

In Memory of
BERTHA HANDLER  
Mrs. Susan Alfonso

CHAIM BORUCH OHAYON 
Lippman Day School 
Mr. & Mrs. Gabriel Miller 
Mr. & Mrs. Steve Manello 
Mr. & Mrs. Steve Zimmerman 
Mrs. Arlene Markey 
Ms. Mimi Surloff & Mr. Allan 
Tolchensky 
Mr. & Mrs. Harvey Groden 
Mr. & Dr. Steven Katz

EDITH WISKIND 
Mr. Milton Wiskind

ELLIE BISSINGER  
Dr. & Mrs. Larry Geller

FIMA DORMAN  
Mr. & Mrs. Harvey Groden
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Contributions
FRANCINE LIEBERMAN 
Mr. Scott Lieberman

FRANK GRUBER  
Mrs. Katherine Gruber

ILEEN KLEIN  
Mrs. Arlene Markey

JEAN SARGON  
Mrs. Katherine Gruber

LILLIAN NEIMAN  
Mr. & Mrs. Harvey Groden

REBECCA GRUBER  
Mrs. Katherine Gruber

RUTHE BECKER  
Ms. Valerie Becker

THE
JACK SAFERSTEIN 
BUILDING FUND

In Memory of
HANNAH RECHT  
Mrs. Dave Recht

THE
LOU & FREDA STILE 
MITZVAH FUND

In Honor of
BIRTHDAY OF HELEN SUDE 
Mr. & Mrs. Joel Stile

MARRIAGE OF BERELE & 
ROCHEL SASONKIN  
Mr. & Mrs. Joel Stile

MARRIAGE OF ELAD & 
ROCHELLE OHAYON 
Mr. & Mrs. Joel Stile

In Memory of
ANN KAUVAR  
Mr. & Mrs. Joel Stile

CHAIM BORUCH OHAYON 
Mr. & Mrs. Joel Stile

IRVING RECHT  
Mr. & Mrs. Joel Stile

ROSE SCHECHT  
Mrs. Freda Stile

THE
TORAH FUND

For the Recovery of
BARB SPANULA  
Mr. & Mrs. Raymond Michael

LORA MARCUS  
Mr. & Mrs. Raymond Michael

In Honor of
BIRTHDAY OF MARK 
WEINBERGER  
Mr. & Mrs. Michael Weinberger 
Mr. & Mrs. Tom Treiber

HERB & ELLEN MOSS'S NEW 
GRANDCHILD  
Mr. & Mrs. Arthur Taub

MARRIAGE OF BERELE & 
ROCHEL SASONKIN  
Dr. & Mrs. Phillip Kades

RACHEL GERSTEN  
Mr. & Mrs. Sam Chestnut 
Ms. Lyudmila Aronov

In Memory of
BETTY LANDAU GESSINESS 
Ms. Estabelle Landau

 

CHAIM BORUCH OHAYON 
Dr. & Mrs. Phillip Kades 
Mr. & Mrs. Arthur Taub

DIANE STONE  
Ms. Rose Wilcher

FIMA DORMAN  
Mr. & Mrs. Mark Meyer 
Ms. Lyudmila Aronov

FRIEDA TAUB  
Mr. & Mrs. Arthur Taub 
Mr. Robert Taub

HOWARD SHAPIRO  
Mr. & Mrs. Arthur Taub

JOSEPH LERNER  
Mr. & Mrs. Arthur Taub

LEONARD J. EKUS  
Mrs. Leonard Ekus

PAMELA S. TAUB  
Mr. Robert Taub

PAULETTE M. LANDAU 
Ms. Estabelle Landau

ROSE JASLOVITZ  
Mr. Alan Jaslow

RUTHE BECKER  
Ms. Valerie Becker

Tree of Life This magnificent tree was created to record the joyous 

events in the life of our congregants and their families.
Milestones which can be noted here are births, Bar/Bat 

Mitzvahs, confirmations, weddings, & anniversaries.

A LEAF DONATION IS $180.

NEW LEAF: Honoring the life of Moshe Mark Reuben  
- from his Nieces & Nephews

THE GOLDEN-LEAFED TREE OF LIFE WHICH GRACES 
OUR EDUCATIONAL WING, WAS DONATED BY THE FREE 

LOAN ASSOCIATION OF ANSHE SFARD.
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