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_RABBI'S MESSAGE

One of the most fascinating, yet often overlooked, elements of the Purim
story is the strategy employed by the two heroes, Esther and Mordechai.

They both held high positions of honor. Esther was the queen of the Empire.

Mordechai was a minister of the king. It seemed if there was ever a time in Jewish
history that had the right players in the right place for high level lobbying and advocacy to thwart an
anti-Semitic decree, this was it!

Yet Mordechai and Esther’s actions seemed to be counterproductive - politically speaking.

Mordechai heard of the evil decree on the street. How do you think he reacted? Well, | would guess
he put on his official ministerial garb, ran immediately to the high offices of government where he held
position, made a few eloquent and heart rendering speeches, lobbied his friends, and put an end to
his terrible decree. Good plan, no?

But in fact, Mordechai did nothing of the sort. When Mordechai heard of the decree he began to
pray, and donned sackcloth and ashes, attire which actually barred him from entering the royal courts
and chambers. What good did that do?!

Then Esther heard the news. Mordechai wanted her to go to the king. As a dictator, the king had
a law in place that if you entered his chamber without invitation you were killed on the spot. Esther
hadn’t received an invitation in 30 days. But Mordechai persisted that she go to the king anyway.

Esther was a great woman and she was willing to risk her life for brethren. But how could she get the
kings attention without getting killed?

That seems easy to me. The king seemed to be quite a shallow type of guy. When he was choosing
his queen he held a mandatory beauty contest for all the maidens of his land; and he found Esther to
be the most beautiful. Now, Esther could use her beauty to get what she wants. Quickly, get yourself a
hairdo, a makeover, a beautiful dress - and voila, charm your way into the kings chamber.

But she doesn’t do that. Instead, she fasts for three days! Do you know what you look like and feel
like after not eating or drinking for three days?!

Mordechai and Esther were no fools. They had indeed the best strategy. They knew that salvation
would come from G-d. The rest of the pieces would just be vehicles for G-d’s miracle to unfold. So
first they prayed and fasted to G-d. They started with the one who really calls the shots. Once they
got G-d on board, they were now able to approach the king and open the natural channels for G-d’s
miracles to flow.

We are going through turbulent times. The world needs a miracle. We all need personal miracles.
To make miracles happen we need to learn from Mordechai and Esther: Start with G-d. Start with a

Mitzvah. We must first beseech G-d to get on board and help us out. Once that is done we get to work
to create physical channels for the G-d’s miracles to unfold.

Rabbi Moshe Sasonkin

DEDICATED IN LOVING MEMORY OF

Rabhbi Mendy Sasonkin oBM

Rabbi Mendy will be remmembered for his kindness
and his unconditional love for everyone he met.

May his memory be a blessing to us all!
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MINCHA & MAARIV

Sunday - Thursday.......cccceevereuennee. 7:30 pm

Sunset

Timely Classes for Timeless Classics

LED BY: RABBI MOSHE SASONKIN

Thursdays - 12:00 pm
- ZOOM & Facebook Live-

ANSHE SFARD SYNAGOGUE

646 North Revere Road

Akron, Ohio 44333 | &, (330) 867-7292
office@akronshul.com | www.akronshul.com

Moshe Sasonkin
Rabbi

Abraham Leibtag
0.B.M.
Rabbi Emeritus

Mendy Sasonkin
0.B.M.
Rabbi Emeritus

Kaila Sasonkin
Education Director

Mussie Sasonkin
Program Director
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Joel Stile
President

Reuven C. Cohen
Vice President

Art Taub
Men's Club President

Robyn Tobias
Chavurah Sisterhood
President

Keith Migdal
Free Loan President

Ronit Torem

...Marsha Rockitter

Barbara Shapiro
Katherine Gruber
Stuart Glauberman
Joseph Kanfer
Estabelle Landau
Stanley Apple
Regina Dorman
Teddi Kay
Benjamin Mandzuch
Carolyn Portman
Teddi Kay

Harvey Post

Marla Gordon
Samuel Reiss
Milton Wiskind
Douglas Weintraub
Dolores Ekus
Phyllis & Arthur Taub
Larry Levine
Charles Landau
Estabelle Landau

...Jerry Malin

Arlene Markey
Susan Lichten

...Bob Cooper

Ellen Friedman
Valerie Becker
Mark Lazbin
Howard Lazbin
Arlene Markey
Dolores Ekus
Mark Lazbin
Howard Lazbin
Charles Landau
Estabelle Landau

THE FOLLOWING WILL OBSERVE YAHRTZEIT
IN MEMORY OF THEIR LOVED ONES:

APRIL

1 s Linda Lyons

2 ..........Karyn Katz
............. Barbara Miller
............. William Zell

S I Debbie Saferstein

............. Sharon Saferstein
............. Sharlene Manes
L Michal Levine
............. Paula Gross
............. Marjorie Recht
............. Stacy Shulan
(SR Harvey Groden
AT Bennet Aster
............. Scott Lieberman
............. Abbey Maltz
............. Dolores Ekus
............. Carmie Stein

8o Marsha Rockitter
............. Brian Sass
10........ Harvey Lipton

...... ...Joel Recht
............. Linda Stile
11........ Linda Lyons
12........ Keith Migdal
............. Morton Sobel
13........ Arlene Markey
15........ Lola Desure
19........ David Kloner
20........ Jodi Morris

P — Michael Clar
............. Harvey Leff
22........ Shirley Katz
23........ Robert Godshall
............. Teddi Kay
............. Judith Neiman
24........ Mark Weinberger
............. Michael Weinberger
30........ Stanley Apple




MEGILLAH READINGS:

THURSDAY, FEB 25

FRIDAY, FEB 26

IF YOU CAN'T MAKE IT TO THESE READING, EMAIL US
TO FIND OUT ABOUT OUR NEIGHBORHOOD READINGS.
OFFICE(@AKRONSHUL.COM

LISTEN TO THE MEGILLAH

On Purim eve and again on Purim day,
listen to the Megillah being read.

SEND GIFTS OF FOOD

On Purim day, give at least two kinds of ready-to-eat
food or drink items to at least one Jewish person.
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GIVE TO THE POOR

On Purim day, give charity to at least
two Jewish people in need.

i Y
ENJOY A FESTIVE MmeAL

On Purim day, partake in a festive
meal with family and friends.

For mors on Purimviit:
VIRTUALPURIM.COM

In celebration of the Purim miracle when Jews were
saved from Haman—they celebrated with acts of
kindness to each other. We commemorate that
time with the same gestures.

On Purim day it’s a Mitzvah to send Mishloach
Manot, a gift of at least two kinds of foods.
Women’s Chavurah will be organizing the
Annual Purim Gift Box Project
for the Akron Jewish Community.

Order online today at www.akronshul.com/manot

We are grateful to the
Lippman Kanfer Family Foundation
for their annual sponsorship
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Circus Entry

6:00
VARIETY DOG SHOW

TeamZ0OM Canine Entertainment

gy =

Drive-in Photo hooth « Circus Dinner-To-Go
Popcorn, cotton candy & hot pretzels
Masquerade (near your car) Prizes for kids in costume

Price: $20 Adult, $10 Kids (ages 5-12)

rsvp at akronshul.com/purim
or 330 867-7292

All participants must stay in or next to their cars during the event
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Nosh on a Kosher Hamantash
$12 adozen

Pre-paid orders due by Sunday, February 14, 2021

Limited supply — Don’t delay, order today!

Pick up at Anshe Sfard
SUNDAY, February 21, 2021
1 lam-lpm (or call for an appointment)

ORDER ONLINE www.akronshul.com/hamantash

BH

VIRTUAL

MCMMY & ME

STORIES, PUPPETS, MUSIC & MOVEMENT!
FEATURING MISS JUDY ON HER GUITAR

FEBRUARY & MARCH 2021
THURSDAYS, 11-1130 AM

FEBRUARY: 4 & 18
MARCH: 4 & 18

M zoom.us/j/963772298
Meeting ID: 963 772 298

Anshe Sfard Bulletin ® 5



A holiday of Jewish pride! Menorah car parade. Gelt drop. Latke baking. Neighborhood parties.
30 years at Summit Mall. Canorah + much more!

CHANU
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MAZAL
TOVS

Carly Rose and Taylor Edwards
on the birth of their daughter Elsie_Jane
Proud Grandparents are Janis & Doug Weintraub,
Lynne & Wes Edwards
Proud Great Grandparents are Becky & Joe Zoldan,
Dolores & Harvey Ekus, William Weintraub obm
Carole Starikoff, Bernard Starikoff obm
Janice & William Edwards obm

Rabbi Shmuli & Chayala Sasonkin
on the birth of a baby boy

Proud grandparents are Rabbi Mendy obm & Kaila Sasonkin,

Rabbi Sholom Ber & Devorah Leab Dubov

&

Alex & Tammy Greenfield
on the birth of a son Yosef Zev
Proud Grandparents are Dr. Dwynn & Aimee Greefield
Proud Great Grandparents are Shirley & Leo Katz

Rabbi Berele & Rochel Sasonkin on the birth of
Baby Chaya (Chaya Mushka)
Proud grandparents are Rabbi Mendy obm & Kaila Sasonkin,
Rabbi Michoel & Chana Sorah Danow

Marilyn Serelson
Beloved sister of Sylvia Lewis and Don (Renee) Davidson
Beloved wife of Irving obm

Beloved mother of Linda Weisenberg, Gary (Amy) Serelson, David

(Ruth) Serelson, Judy (Chuck) Miller, Joni (Ed) McDonald

Sarah Ash
Beloved wife of Arthur Gogel Ash

Beloved mother of David Morris (Sheri) Ash & Diane Rebecca Ash Beloved grandmother of Karen, Andy Reich, Seth Reich obm,

Beloved grandmother of Danielle Ashley Lopez, Gabrielle Marie
Lopez, Joseph Anthony Lopez, Hannah Victoria Lopez, Raleigh
Jacquelyn Baucum, Kaycee Lee Ash
Beloved great-grandmother of Emma Rose McMasters

Jack Kent
Beloved husband of the late Marilyn obm
Beloved father of Howard (Gina) Kent & Betsy Kent
Beloved grandfather of Miles (Amanda) Sherman & Jaime Kent

Zhana Scherbakov
Beloved wife of Vladimir
Beloved mother of Efim (Maya) Scherbakov
Beloved grandmother of Sam & Phillip

(\g

INMEMORIUM

Marina Rakhkin
Beloved wife of Benjamin Ginsburg
Beloved daughter of Alex and Diana Rakbkin
Beloved sister of Yana (Jai) Grieve

Shirley Lederman
Beloved wife of the late Jack obm
Beloved mother of Ron (Sandi) Lederman & Janet (Randy) Galanti

Todd (Julia), Eric (Allison)
Beloved great-grandmother of Emma, Stella, Ileana, Jaron,

Morgan, Grabam

Harry Geller
Beloved husband of the late Annette Geller obm
Beloved father of Larry (Julie) Geller
Beloved father of Sally (Danny) Weinberg

Beloved father of Mark (Tracy) Geller

Beloved father of David (Betsey) Geller
Beloved grandfather of Heather (Chad) Clink, Natalie Geller
Beloved great-grandfather of Sawyer, Holden & Parker Clink
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Celebrating 70 Years
of the Lubavticher Rebbe's Leadership

SUNDAY, MARCH 14, 2021
ROSH CHODESH NISSAN, 5781
7:00 PM | VIA Qzoom

AKRONSHUL.COM/11NISSAN

Y 4

Zég Lettew:

Thank you so very much for the meal & prayers!
Everything was delicious, as always. My recovery is
coming along and | am able to do more each day.
Thank you again. Debbie Saferstein

Thank you so much for the generous food delivery
after we had Max and also for the sweet toy-rah. We
are missing you all very much during this long period
of quarantine. Thanks for staying connected with your
wonderful online programming!

The Zellman Family

Shabbat dinner was delicious and plentiful! We are
deeply grateful for your thoughtfulness and generosity.
Thank you for this wonderful meal in support of my
healing. Laurie and Steve Zuckerman

WOMEN’S CHAVURAH
/] Véw C%emdem

Phyllis Taub

Thank you to our dedicated staff and families.

8 * Anshe Sfard Bulletin



IN THE RSUND Home
VIRTUAL Young Family Pre-Shabbat Experience
Food. Fun. Friends. Prayer.

..L PURIM THEME PESACH THEME
February12,5pm | March 12, 5:30 pm

Pick up your Shabbat Dinner To-Go between 2 - 3 PM
RSVP required at akronshul.com/shabbat

Q zoom.us/j/87476645031 Meeting ID: 874 7664 5031

Anshe Sfard Bulletin ¢ 9
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THE
HELEN BENES
MEMORIAL FUND

MARK LAZBIN
Mr. & Mrs. Howard Lazbin

THE
CEMETERY
FUND

MAX
KANTROVITZ

Mr. Charles Landau
SARAH ASH
Mr. Morton Sobel

THE
ROSE GLASS
EDUCATION FUND

CLARE
GREENBAUM

Mr. Avi Greenbaum
LISA REZNIK

Mr. & Dr. Yuriy Dorman
MOISEI REZNIK

Mr. & Dr. Yuriy Dorman

a) e

ZHANA SCHERBAKOV
Mr. & Mrs. Allan Rockitter

THE
NATHA & ROSE KATZ
KITCHEN FUND

JUAN JOSE BEN
MARGARITA

Ms. Orli Rodriguez

ZHANA
SCHERBAKOV

Mr. & Mrs. Randy Katz

THE
PRAYER BOOK FUND

HANNAH G. MILLER
Dr. & Mrs. Joel Miller

PAULINE KRAMER
Dr. & Mrs. Joel Miller

ANSHE SFARD

Mr. Dan Citrone

THE
RABBI MENDY
LEGACY FUND

DORA SONJAY

Mr. Herbert Weiss
FRANK GRUBER

Mrs. Katherine Gruber
HARRY GELLER

Mr. & Mrs. Harvey Groden
JACK KENT

Mackey Advisors CPA
JACK KENT

Mr. & Mrs. Bernard
Kamenir

JACK KENT
Mr. & Mrs. Joel Weinstein
JACK KENT

Mr. & Mrs. Steve
Zimmerman

REBECCA GRUBER

Mrs. Katherine Gruber
RICHARD MILLER

Mr. Barry Miller
RICHARD MIRMAN

Mr. & Mrs. David Price
SARAH ASH

Mr. & Mrs. Harvey Groden

SHIRLEY
LEDERMAN

Mr. & Mrs. Fred Arnoff

SHIRLEY
LEDERMAN

Mr. & Mrs. Steve
Zimmerman

ZHANA
SCHERBAKOV

Cheryl A. Kelley

KAILA SASONKIN
Mr. & Mrs. Michael Butlien

CHUCK LANDAU

Mrs. Irving Gersten

THE
RABBI LEIBTAG
EDUCATION FUND

IRVING RECHT
Mr. & Mrs. Joel Recht

THE
LOU & FREDA STILE
MITZVAH FUND

FREDA STILE

Mr. Brent Besinger
IRVING RECHT

Mr. & Mrs. Joel Stile
RANDY RECHT
Mrs. Dave Recht




RICHARD MEAN In dedication to Dr. Elliot David Schprechman, MD
Mr. & Mrs. Joel Stile With love, Elana, Jared & Emily

Elliot David Schprechman, 62, loving and amazing husband, father, physician, and friend
passed away peacefully at home with his family by his side on Tuesday, August 4th, 2020 in
THE Naples, FL.
TORAH FUND
Elliot was born on October 5, 1957 in Bronx, NY and attended the prestigious Bronx High
School of Science. He completed college and medical school through a 6-year program at
LILY RICHMAN'S the M.eharry C.ollege of Medicine. He completed h'is Intern.al Medicine Residency at B.rookdale
Hospital Medical Center and served as Chief Medical Resident. He then completed his

BIRIEIRAY Cardiology Fellowship at Maimonides Medical Center. Elliot met the love of his life, Elana,
Dr. & Mrs. Fred Vigder while working as an attending, and they relocated to Akron, OH to start a family. He joined
RABBI BEREL & ROCHEL the Akron Clinic in a multi-specialty group before opening his private practice in Fairlawn, OH
SASONKIN ON THE BIRTH many years later. In 2014, Elliot and Elana relocated to Naples, FL where he worked at Naples
Community Hospital as a hospitalist. As a physician for over 30 years, he was dedicated
OF CHAYA . . . I B . .
to serving patients and their families. His greatest accomplishment was being a wonderful
Mr. Robert Taub husband and phenomenal father to his children. He was married to Elana for 33 years and
raised three beautiful children in Akron: Danielle (Of Blessed Memory), Jared, and Emily
(Jared) Goltz.

GEORGE EMERSHAW
Elliot was a passionate New York and Cleveland sports fan. He loved his dogs (Sophie,

Mr. Robert Taub Sammy, and Peanut), gardening, photography, walking, biking, watching Seinfeld and
LEONARD EKUS Impractical Jokers with his kids, the beach, and the Florida sunshine. He treasured his family
Mrs. Leonard Ekus and embraced every second spent with his wife and

’ children. He was one of a kind and brought so much
MARCIA GITTERMAN joy and happiness with his witty sense of humor to
Mrs. Leonard Ekus patients, colleagues, family, and friends. He touched so

many lives near and far. Elliot will never be forgotten,

RIVIE ZIMMERMAN and no one will ever take his place. We love and miss
Mr. & Mrs. Howard Bellowe him so much. May he rest in eternal peace.
SAM EKUS
Mrs. Leonard Ekus

A private burial and funeral has already taken place

in Florida with his family at Palm Royale Cemetery

in Naples, FL. The Schprechman Family would like to
thank Elliot's incredible medical team including Dr.
Carlos Quintero, Dr. Lisa Aenlle, Dr. Hillary Tassin, and
Dr. Viktoria Totoraitis; the NCH critical care physicians,
specialists, and compassionate nurses; and therapists,
caregivers, and Avow Hospice nurses (Jennifer and
Maggie) for their wonderful care of Elliot.
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70 women joined our 23rd annual day of Jewish Mysticism

We enjoyed painting pomegranates (one of the 7 fruits of
celebrating the 19th of Kislev Holiday & Healing event.

Israel) with our very own master artist - Tzvi Kogan.
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VISIT OUR WEBSITE: WWW.AKRONSHUL.COM




